'RECOVERY REVISITED

OT 50 MANY YEARS AGO a small group of
individuals came together at Langley Field, Virginia
to form the Space Task Group, the instrument for
bringing Project Mercury into being. While the concept of
flight in space excited the imagination of each of those
involved, certain of the group concerned themselves more
with the reality of return to Earth and set about to deal with
the many contingencies involved.




n 1858, as the Mercury organization began to gel, a recovary plan bagan

o emerge, devoled to various aclivities in suppon of manned space flight
Slowly, as the program gained momentum, the recovery team grew and in
1862 planning activities maoved to Houston asparl of the Manned Spacecralt
Center. Imvestigations of location and recovery lechniques mnged from dye
markers to SOFAR, from SARAH to HF, and took place in concert with the
devalopment of sophisticated landing systems, flofation devices and retrieval
machanisms. The recovery operation began to mature and achieve a high
order of visillity. Soon, the landing and recovery division was creatad as tha
MASA focal organization responsibée for working closely with mission
planners, light controllers, NASA madical, PAD, and tachnical sarvices, in the
development of plans that ware franslated intd [he recavery oparation by the
various DOD commands. Oraanizations such as DOMS, CTF 130 and 140,
and ARRS were dedicated to the safe and efficient recovery of not only
MNASA's llight crews, but the vehicles in which the early space flights weara
mace,

At times it was, and still i difficult to belleve that such a diversitied
group could blend Into a cohesive leam |ust al the moment of need. There
grevy & sanse of unity, . .a dedication that brought together a group of
individuals wilh a single purpose. That purpose livas on In the friendships tha
werg astabdished, Friendships that might never have coma about in lessar
circumstance.

All 1old, the record has beaen imprassive, Worldwide recovery suppor
for over 50 flights Including projects Mercury, Gemini, Apolle, Skylab and
Apollo-Soyuz, A roll catl of historical events, some harrowing, but all
sucoessiul, Over 600 ships, 1500 aircrafi, 400,000 people dispersed 1o parts
of the ghobe only a faw kKnow axist, A monumental effor! invalving exdraondi-
nary pecple, that's what Is was. In a sanss, the landing and recovery venture
symbolizes the Manned Spaceflight Program itseif, a safe return 1o Earth
providing the confidence for subsaguent thrusts into space. Confidence g
the operative term; confidence 1o constantly reach bayond the grasp,
Confidence culminating in the "Glant leap for manking”, . . Apolle 11
«« - which wa soon will have an opportunity 1o celetrate. Who amongs! us
wolld not say thal It was the aexperience of a ifetime, and a lifatime of
expariences? As they say, "Lord, its hard to be humbla”. . when you've
been part of recovery aperations.
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